Cedar of Lebanon Cedrus libani
Cedar of Lebanon Cedrus libani Cedars are robust evergreen conifers, widespread
along the shores of the Mediterranean and in the region of the Himalayas. The
best-known is the Cedar of Lebanon, which was used by the Phoenicians to build
their ships. It was also used in the construction of the Temple of Solomon in
Jerusalem and for numerous other purposes by all the peoples of this territory,
from the Egyptians to the Venetians. The Cedar of Lebanon is a picturesque
evergreen tree, 100 to 130 ft high, with a trunk 10 ft across. Mature trees are
characterized by a broad, umbrella-shaped crown. The bark is dark grey, fissured
and scaly in old trees.
The leaves are needle-like, dark green, 1/2 to 11/2 in. long; they grow scattered on
the long shoots arranged in clusters of thirty to forty on short spur shoots. The
flowers are monoecious; the male and female flowers, both resembling short
yellow candles, appear in September. The cones are produced in winter. They are
ovoid, 3 to 4 in. long, and grow upright on the twigs. In spring they disintegrate on
the tree and shed the winged seed. The Cedar of Lebanon grows in the Lebanon
and in the Taurus and Antitaurus mountains in the eastern Mediterranean. Despite
its southern origin it is quite hardy. In its native habitat it grows at altitudes of 4200
to 6500 ft above sea level, where it is exposed to temperatures of -22 °F (-30 °C)
and for several months in winter is covered with a blanket of snow. In Europe the
Cedar of Lebanon has been cultivated for more than three hundred years and
huge specimens are found in the parks and gardens of England, France and central
Europe. It is a sun-loving tree which requires a warm summer and moist sea air for
best growth. Also cultivated in Europe, though less commonly, is the Atlantic
Cedar C.
atlantica, which grows in stands in the mountains of Algeria and Morocco. It
requires more warmth than the Cedar of Lebanon and differs also in having short
pubescent twigs, shorter leaves and smaller cones. The Deodar C. deodara is a
native of Afghanistan and the northwest Himalayas, where it grows in mixed
forests in mountain sides from 6500 to 8800 ft. It grows up to 95 ft or more, with a
trunk about 10 ft in diameter. Its needles are about 2 in. long-almost twice as long
as those of the Atlantic Cedar. The shoots and twigs are pendent and densely
hairy. It has been cultivated in Europe since 1831, but is rather susceptible to frost.
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