Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii
Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii The Douglas Fir, a native of western North
America, is one of the tallest evergreen conifers, reaching a height of more than
260 ft. On old trees the bark is dark red-brown, thick and corky. The buds are
sharp-pointed and shiny reddish-brown; the leaves are soft, green, flattened, 1/2
to 11/2 in. long, tapering towards the tip, with two greenishwhite rows of stomata
beneath. The ovoid cones are 2 to 4 in. long, with three-lobed, exserted bracts.
The Douglas Fir begins to produce cones after the twentieth year. The form
occurring in the Rocky Mountains is considered by some authorities as a separate
species, Pseudotsuga glauca. It differs from the coastal form by its thinner and less
deeply furrowed bark, blue-green foliage and cones with three-lobed strongly
reflexed bracts. The Douglas Fir is one of the most important timber trees of North
America. The timber is not only produced in large quantities but is also of very
high quality. The coastal form grows on a wide stretch of territory from California
to British Columbia. It is a tree which prefers partial shade and is adapted to a long
vegetation period and to withstand mild frosts. Open situations exposed to the
wind are not suitable, nor are dry shallow soils. The Douglas Fir was introduced
into Europe in 1828 and because of its rapid growth is now being widely cultivated
in the forest stands of western and central Europe. It is propagated by seed. The
Rocky Mountain form occurs at altitudes above 6500 ft between latitudes 32° and
40° North. It is more frost-resistant than the coastal form and does not need as
much soil nor such a high level of atmospheric moisture. Its growth is much slower
and it does not attain such a great height.
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