European Larch Larix decidua

European Larch Larix decidua The larches belong to one of the few genera of
deciduous conifers. They have horizontal branches and pale green linear leaves,
which are arranged spirally on long shoots and densely clustered on short spur
shoots. The European Larch is a native of central Europe, widespread in the
mountains and hills of the Alps and West Carpathians. It is a pyramidal tree up to
130 ft high, with a dark greyish-brown bark and yellowish twigs. The needles are /
to 1 in. long, flattened, kccled, with two greenish bands of stomata, turning yellow
when they fall. It flowers early in spring, at the beginning of April, when the leafless
twigs are covered with red or green female and yellow male flowers. The erect
cones, which are ovoid, 17. to 11), in. long, remain on the tree for several years.
The conescales are straight at the tip and softly hairy. Seeds are produced after
the tenth to fifteenth year. The most important forest trees are the ecotypes
occurring in hilly districts of Czechoslovakia and Poland. They are cultivated
throughout most of Europe. The European Larch, one of the most important forest
conifers, grows vigorously and requires abundant light and air. It is particularly
attractive in spring with its vivid light green foliage. This species was introduced in
Britain before 1629. The wood is of high quality, the heartwood reddish brown and
very durable; it is used chiefly in boat-building. Very similar to the above is the
Japanese Larch L. Leptolepis, which reaches a height of 100 ft and has a more
rapid growth when young. Its bark is thinner, and first-year twigs and cone-scales
are bronze-coloured; the leaves have two white bands of stomata beneath, and the
cone-scales are recurved at the tip. It occurs in the mountains of Japan and was
introduced into Europe after 1860. This species exhibits particularly good growth
in localities with a coastal climate, where it is being used also in forest plantings.
The Dunkeld Larch L. eurolepis, is a hybrid between the European and Japanese
Larches. It has been widely cultivated as a forest tree because of its vigour and
resistance to diseases. of the American species, one of the most commonly
cultivated in Europe is the Tamarack or Eastern Larch . laricina. Here it is usually
not more than 65 ft high; it is distinguished by thin needles, small cones about half
an inch long, and glabrous cone-scales.
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