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Italian Cypress Cupressus sempervirens The Italian Cypress, which is a native of the 
Aegean region, is a typical tree of the Mediterranean lands. It occurs in two forms: 
pyramidalis, with a narrow, cylindrical crown, and horizontalis, with a broad, 
spreading crown. It attains a height of 80 to 100 ft and has small, scale-like 
evergreen needles pressed close to the twigs. The seed is borne as early as in the 
fifth year. The globose cones, which mature at the end of the second season, are 1 
to 11/2 in. long, yellowish-grey and composed of eight to fourteen abruptly 
pointed scales. The minute seeds have narrow lateral wings and retain the ability 
to germinate for up to ten years. The Italian Cypress has a large, cylindrical root 
which penetrates deep into the ground and enables it to grow even in very dry 
situations. In the Mediterranean region it is used as a pioneer tree in the 
afforestation of karst or as an ornamental tree, and is often planted in cemeteries; 
the Romans associated it with death. In western Europe it is found only in coastal 
areas with mild winters; the climate of central Europe is not at all suitable to its 
growth. The wood is of very high quality and was used in ancient times for the 
building of temples and ships. The attractive Monterey Cypress C. macrocarpa, a 
native of southern California, has ascending branches which form a broad to 
umbrella-shaped crown. In its native habitats it attains a height of more than 130 ft. 
The globose or ellipsoid cones are 1 to 11/2 in. long. It differs from the Italian 
Cypress in having larger leaves, smaller male flowers (less than 1/4 in.) and brown 
cones. For good growth it requires moist sea air and moist, aerated soil. In Europe 
it is planted as an ornamental tree only in the coastal countries. 
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