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Lawson Cypress Chamaecyparis lawsoniana 
 
 
 
Lawson Cypress Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Members of the genus Chamaecyparis 
are natives of America and Asia. They resemble the true Cypresses Cupressus , but 
have flattened twigs. In Europe the best known of the American species is the 
Lawson Cypress, often known in America as the Port Orford Cedar. It reaches a 
height of 130 to 160 ft and has a narrow, conical crown with pendulous terminal 
shoots. The needles are small and scale-like with narrow white markings beneath. 
The male flowers are purplish-red, the female flowers greenish. The globose cones, 
about 1/4 in. long, mature in the autumn of the first season, shedding the small, 
winged seed at this time. The Lawson Cypress, which is indigenous in the mountain 
valleys of California and Oregon, growing alongside streams, was introduced in 
Britain through Messrs. Lawson in 1854 and today is widely cultivated in western 
and central Europe. Young trees grow well in shade, older ones require more light. 
This species prefers aerated, moist soils. It is very variable, and a large number of 
garden forms are known. The wood is very durable, exceptionally resistant to 
decay, particularly well suited for joinery and boat-building. Other commonly 
cultivated North American species are the Nootka Cypress Ch. nootkatensis and 
the Atlantic White Cedar Ch. thyoides. The Nootka Cypress is distinguished by its 
drooping branches, dull green, glandular leaves without white markings and large 
cones, 3 to 4 in. long. It is restricted to the Pacific coastal area, from southern 
Alaska to southern Oregon. The Atlantic White Cedar has very slender branches 
and small cones (about 1/5 in.) with scales terminating in a reflexed boss. It grows 
along the coast from Florida northward, in cold swamps and wet depressions. The 
Sawara Cypress Ch. pisifera and Hinoki Cypress Ch. obtusa are natives of Japan. 
They are cultivated in central Europe only as ornamental trees but are highly 
valued as timber trees in their native country. Many horticultural varieties are 
known. The Sawara Cypress has acute obscurely glandular leaves with white 
markings beneath. The leaves in the Hinoki Cypress are obtuse, minutely glandular, 
with white X- or Y-shaped markings beneath. The genus Chamaecyparis is closely 
related to the genus Thuja, the members of which are distributed in North America 
and Asia. They have larger leaves and oblong or conical cones. Of the North 
American species, the following are widely cultivated in Europe: the American 
Arbor-vitae Th. occidentalis, with yellowish or bluish-green glandular leaves 
without white markings beneath (introduced in 1596), and the Western or Giant 
Arborvitae Th. plicata, with dark green, nearly glandless leaves, with faint white 
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markings below (introduced in 1853). The Chinese or Oriental Arbor-vitae Th. 
orientalis is a native of China, which differs from the American species in having 
usually several basal branches as long as the main trunk, entirely green leaves and 
wingless seeds. It is grown in Europe mainly for ornament. 
 


