Noble Fir Abies procera

Noble Fir Abies procera The genus Abies is represented in America by a large
number of evergreen species, some of which are also widely cultivated in Europe.
One of these is the Noble Fir, a native of the mountains in the states of Oregon
and Washington, where it attains a height of 160 to 230 ft and develops a thick
crown; at an advanced age it sheds its lower branches. The furry twigs are reddishbrown, and the buds are small and resinous. One of its most characteristic features
is the shape and arrangement of the leaves on the twigs. They are the longest (3/4
to 11/2 in.) in the central part of the shoot, pressed close to the upper surface of
the twigs at their bases, then curved sharply upwards. The leaves are blue-green,
in the variety glauca almost silvery. The cones are large (up to 10 in. long and 3 in.
in diameter) and attractive. The bracts are yellowish, very long and almost
completely covering the dark grey scales of the cone. The Noble Fir was
introduced into Europe in 1830 and today is widely cultivated in parks in the
western and central regions of the continent. In some countries (Britain, France
and Germany), it is also grown in forest stands where it has proved to be a
fastgrowing species. It is propagated by seed, and requires an abundance of
moisture and light. Other American firs widely cultivated in Europe are the Giant
Fir A. grandis, Colorado White Fir A. concolor and Balsam Fir A. balsamea. The
Giant Fir is a native of California, extending north to Canada. It attains a height of
more than 190 ft and is readily distinguished by the long (3/4 to 2 in.), two-ranked
needles, resinous buds and rather small cones without marked bracts. The White
Fir is an ornamental tree with bluegreen to silvery sickle-shaped leaves 11/2 to 3 in.
long. The cones are 3 to 5 in. long, without well-marked bracts. It is a native of
western North America, extending from Colorado to northern Mexico. The Balsam
Fir grows in the northern regions of North America and is distinguished by a
narrow crown with a slender spire-like tip, and by smooth bark with raised resin
blisters.
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