Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris
Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris The Scots Pine is the dominant evergreen tree of
northern Europe growing on poor soils, and the only pine which is native to Britain.
It is very adaptable, both as to climate and soil, and grows in large forest stands
from the Arctic to northern Germany and Poland. In southern Europe it is a
mountain species. The Scots Pine grows to 100 to 115 ft, and has an erect trunk
and spreading branches, pyramidal when young, round-topped and irregular later.
The bark is a reddish or greyishbrown, rather thick and fissured on the lower part
of the trunk, copper-coloured on the upper part. The deep root system provides a
firm anchorage and permits the tree to grow even on steep sandstone slopes and
cliffs. The needles are 11/2 to 3 in. long, stiff, usually twisted and grow in pairs.
The flowers are monoecious, the female flowers are in small reddish cones on the
new shoots; the male flowers are in small globose yellowish catkins on the previous
year's growth. The cones are short-stalked, reflexed, i to 2 1/2 in. long, covered
with woody scales, and ripen in the autumn of the second year. The winged seed is
carried great distances and produces many seedlings, especially in sandy
situations. and poor soils where this conifer is an important pioneer. The Scots Pine
is a sun-loving, rapid-growing tree which thrives even in poorer and drier soils and
is resistant to frost. It yields light, good quality wood, the heartwood pale brown,
the sapwood a pale colour. The Scots Pine is generally regarded as a native in a
few forests in Scotland, and is frequently planted and naturalized elsewhere in
Britain. Of the other European pines with leaves sheathed in pairs, one of the most
widely cultivated is the Austrian Pine P. nigra, a native of southern Europe. It, too,
attains a height of more than 100 ft and differs from the Scots Pine in having dark
grey furrowed bark and longer (3 to 6 in.) dark green needles and larger cones. In
central and western Europe it is used in the afforestation of karst, poor soils and
sandy sea dunes. The Austrian Pine and its forms from Calabria, Corsica and Sicily,
called the Corsican Pine subsp. laricio, are widely cultivated in Britain. The Stone
Pine P. pinea, a native of the Mediterranean region and Portugal, has an umbrellashaped crown, a characteristic feature of the coastal landscape in that area. This
tree may have been grown in Britain before 1548, and thrives reasonably well in
the Midlands and southern England, in Wales and in Ireland. It prefers moist sandy
soils and dislikes the presence of lime. Two American pines, both with leaves
mostly in pairs, are cultivated in Europe as ornamental or timber trees: the Jack
Pine P. banksiana, a native of eastern North America, has cones 3/4 to 2 in. long,
long-conical, yellowish and very curved; the Lodgepole Pine P. contorta, is
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characterized by strongly twisted leaves and asymmetrical ovoid-conical brownishyellow cones, 3/4 to 21/2 in. long.
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