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Wellingtonia or Giant Sequoia Sequoiadendron giganteum The Wellingtonia is one 
of the evergreen trees famous for its huge size and remarkable length of life. 
Today the 'Big Tree' is found in about thirty isolated groves in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains of California, where it grows on morainic soil in deep valleys. The 
massive old trees attain a height of 325 ft or more and are about go ft across. 
Their age is estimated at about 1500 to 3000 years. The reddish brown bark, more 
than 20 in. thick on old trunks, is deeply fissured. The needles are short, bluish 
green, spirally arranged, appressed, with forward-pointing tips. The ovoid cones 
are 2 to 3 in. long; they ripen at the end of the second season. The seeds are small, 
flattened and laterally broadly winged. The Wellingtonia was introduced in Britain 
in 1853 and is now also planted in the parks of western and central Europe. It does 
well in a mild, coastal climate; in central Europe it suffers severely from frost. 
Sheltered situations on moist soil are best suited to its growth. The wood is highly 
prized for its durability. The Redwood Sequoia sempervirens is a native of the 
coastal area of California and Oregon where it may grow up to 325 ft in height. It 
differs from Wellingtonia in having flat needles (% to 1 in. long) arranged in two 
ranks and smaller cones (% to 1 in. long). This tree can be cultivated only in 
southern Europe or in the coastal areas of western Europe where winters are very 
mild. It was introduced in Britain in about 1845. Closely related to the Redwood is 
the Common Swamp or Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum. It is a deciduous tree 
100 to 130 ft tall and more than 10 ft in diameter. The flat, /toin. needles are borne 
on deciduous short shoots in two ranks. The globose cones, about an inch long, 
disintegrate when they fall from the tree. The Common Swamp Cypress is a native 
of the south-eastern United States where it grows in swamps. It was introduced in 
Britain in about 1640. This tree is ornamental and thrives well in moist soil or in 
ponds. In southern Europe it is planted for timber, especially on alluvial ground. 
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