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Weymouth or Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus 
 
 
Weymouth or Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus Pines with leaves in groups of five 
are widespread in America, Europe and Asia, occurring not only in the temperate 
zone but also in the subtropics. The best known of the American species is the 
Weymouth Pine. In its native habitat it attains a height of over 160 ft and is topped 
by an irregularly shaped crown of broadspreading branches. The bark is greyish-
green, smooth on young trees, becoming brown, rough and fissured on old trees. 
The needles are slender, flexible, 21/2 to 5 in. long. The cones are 3 to 6 in. long, 
pendent; cylindrical, often curved near the tip. They mature in the second season, 
shedding the seeds immediately after they ripen, and thus have to be picked as 
early as the beginning of September. The Weymouth Pine is a native of eastern 
and central North America, from latitudes 40° to 50° North, where it grows on 
moist sandy loams or soils with a certain amount of clay. It was introduced into 
Britain in 1705 by the Duchess of Beaufort and Lord Weymouth and today is widely 
cultivated throughout western, central and eastern Europe for timber or as an 
ornamental tree. It is resistant to frost and because of its rapid rate of growth is 
cultivated also in forest stands in central Europe. It requires moderate light and has 
proved excellent in the improvement of poor, degraded soils. Its greatest enemy is 
the disease caused by the fungus Cronartium ribicolum, whose spread is greatly 
contributed to by the shrubs of the genus Ribes. Old, mature trees yield good 
quality heartwood which is used for various purposes. In Britain it has failed as a 
timber tree, but some old specimens are found in woods. Indigenous to Europe 
are the Arolla or Swiss Stone Pine P. cembra and Macedonian Pine P. peuce. The 
first is a high mountain species growing near the tree line in the Alps and 
Carpathians. The cones are purplish-brown, broadly ovoid, 21/2 to 3 in. long, and 
do not open when mature. The seed, the size of a small nut, is wingless and edible. 
The Macedonian Pine is a native of the mountains of the Balkan peninsula. It is 
characterized by having a dense narrow-pyramidal habit and slow growth. Its cones 
are 3 to 6 in. long, nearly cylindrical, and the seeds are winged. Of the Asian 
species with leaves in groups of five, the one most commonly cultivated in Europe 
is the Himalayan Pine P. wallichiana, a native of the temperate Himalayas. It has 
slender, pendent needles, 4 to 7 in. long, and cylindrical, curved, pale brown cones 
6 to 10 in. long. It is a handsome ornamental tree, which keeps its large lower 
branches when old. In central Europe it is greatly damaged by frost in severe 
winters. It was introduced into Britain in 1823. 
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